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If there is controversy concerning the last resting-place of the body of Gregory, there is even more disputing about his head. Several towns lay claim to the possession of this relic; but the skull at Sens is perhaps the most famous. The legend is that Ansegisus, archbishop of Sens, went to Eome about the year 876, and was presented by Pope John the Eighth with " the head of St. Gregory the Doctor, enclosed in lead, together with an arm of St. Leo the Doctor." These relics the archbishop carried home with him and deposited in the Monastery of St. Pierre-le-Vif.1 In the present day " the upper part of the skull (less one of the temple bones, which was given to our holy father Leo the Thirteenth) and another bone are preserved in the treasury of the cathedral of Sens." 2 From this famous head, moreover, a flat, oblong piece of bone was given, at his own request, to Pope Urban the Eighth in 1628, who presented it to the Eoman oratory S. Maria in Vallicella, where it is still preserved.3 Once more, when the chapel dedicated to St. Gregory in the cathedral of Avignon was built by Monsignor Dupont, a relic of the saint was sent him by Pope Gregory the Sixteenth, and it was taken from the bone in S. Maria in Vallicella.
According to another account, a head of Gregory was given by Pope John the Fifteenth to Gebhard, bishop of Constance, who deposited it in St. Peter's Monastery in that city4; whence it was afterwards taken to Prague by the Emperor Charles the Fourth.5 Another so-called head is mentioned as having belonged to a monastery in the neighbourhood of Lisbon; while a relic of the head of Gregory is claimed by the Church of SS. John and Cordula at Cologne.6
A word may be added concerning the lesser relics of Gregory. In the great sack of Piome in 1527, there was stolen, among other relics, a crystal vase containing an arm of the saint. What became of this relic I have been unable to discover ; but in the present day I believe there are in existence
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